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Start Strong Result Interpretation 
Considerations

● When publicly reporting assessment results, consider the impacts of COVID-19 on learning and 
testing conditions, as well as the impact on student participation in the assessments, which 
were administered in person.

● Districts should not compare any individual student/school/district Start Strong data to any 
state-level data for Start Strong, nor should comparisons be made to any NJSLA data.

● Please note that the Start Strong assessments were not designed to predict future student 
performance on the NJSLA, nor was it designed to estimate what score a student would have 
received if they had taken the NJSLA in spring.

● This assessment does not replace local benchmark assessments.



How are NJSLA and Start Strong similar?

● Both are Pearson Assessment Products
● Both align to the NJSLA (New Jersey Student Learning Standards)
● Both provide Individual Student Reports



How are NJSLA and Start Strong difference?

NJSJA
● Administered in the spring (April/May)
● Based on current year academic 

standards
● Measures learning growth/gain of current 

year academic standards
● Administration in 

○ ELA 150-180 minutes
○ Math 180 minutes
○ Science grade 5&8 180 minutes, grade 11 

240 minutes
● Assess:

○ ELA grades 3-9
○ Math grades 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry and 

Algebra II
○ Science grades 5, 8 and 11

Start Strong
● Administered in the Fall (September)
● Based on a subset of prior year 

academic standards
● Measures learning loss of the prior year 

academic standards
● Administered in 45-60 minutes
● Assess:

○ ELA grades 4-10
○ Math grades 4-8, Algebra I, Geometry 

and Algebra II
○ Science grades 6, 9 and 12
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2021-2022 NJGPA Summary Results



What is NJGPA?

● NJGPA is the New Jersey Graduation Proficiency Assessment

● Pilot grade 11 assessment for the class of 2023 (current seniors)

● Graduation requirement for the class of 2024-2025 (current grade 10-11)

● Content aligned to the grade 10 New Jersey Student Learning Standards 
(NJSLS) in ELA, and the NJSLS in Algebra 1 and Geometry.









Next Steps

● Finalize entry plan
● Consolidate findings 
● Report 
● Generate Action & Focus


